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ORIGIN SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /031 R 

DRAFTED BY EURAVE:EJBEIGEL:VE:DF 

APPROVED BY EUR:WST ABLER 

EUR/WE:RDVINE 

NEA/IIA - ESWALKER D 

S/S-O: W.NEWLIN 


010148 

R 122312Z FEB 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

SECRET STATE 028970 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, NI 

SUBJECT: CENTURION TANKS 

REF: THE HAGUE 351 

1. DEFENSE WOULD LIKE TO DETERMINE IF GON AMENABLE (1) TO 
DECLARING UP TO 175 CENTURIONS EXCESS AND, IF SO, (2) TO 
THE DIRECT SHIPMENT OF THE TANKS AS IS TO ISRAEL VIA USG 
B n, I, OF LADING ON U.S. BOTTOMS. 

2. SALE OF EXCESS CENTURIONS COULD PROVIDE RELIEF FOR 
CRITICAL DOD ASSETS AND/OR PRODUCTION LINE ALREADY AT PEAK 
CAPACITY. ISRAEL ADVISES DOD THAT GOI AMBASSADOR IN THE 
HAGUE HAS INFORMALLY BROACHED SUBJECT WITH MOD OFFICIALS 
WHO INDICATED A NUMBER OF CENTURIONS COULD BE RELEASED 
AS EXCESS FOR U.S. REDISTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL. 

3. WITHOUT APPROACHING THE GON WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
JUDGMENT REGARDING ANY PROBLEMS YOU WOULD FORESEE IF WE 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 028970 

WERE TO APPROACH THE DUTCH ALONG LINES PARA 1 . YOUR 
RESPONSE WOULD ASSIST IN DETERMINING OUR REACTION TO THE 
DEFENSE PROPOSAL. KISSINGER 

SECRET 
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Concepts: MILITARY EQUIPMENT, SALES, SHIPPING DATA, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE028970 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EUR/WE:EJBEIGEL:VE:DF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: P7401 46-1 882 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740268/abbrzcft.tel 

Line Count: 55 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Reference: THE HAGUE 351 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 
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